
 

       
Room 164 

Expectations – We went through these together. You know what is expected of you, just as I know what 

is expected of me.  Together, we can make this a great year. 

 

Topics of Study – In Social Studies this year we will be studying United States: History, Geography, with 

some additional learning on Civics and Economics. Our study will include topics such as the 5 themes of 

geography, coming to America, Westward Expansion, primary and secondary resources, and how 

America has come to be the great nation that it is(this is very broad-much more will be covered). We will 

incorporate history, geography, civics and economics into most units. 

 

Graded Work – Homework, Book Work, Quizzes, Tests, Projects, Warm Ups, Essay Papers, Work 

Habits, and Portfolios will be included in your grade.  Assessments, (Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Papers, 

Tickets Out the Door) will account for 80% of your grade.  Assignments (Homework, Book Work, Warm 

Up, Work Habits, Portfolios) will account for 20%.  The class is broken into two semesters. 

 

Grading Scale 
90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

0-59 F 

 

Late Work 
Late work is your responsibility.  Not mine.  Not your parents’. Not your dog’s.  Assessments must be 

turned in on time.  Any incomplete assessments, or assessments that are of poor quality will be returned, 

with a deadline to re-do the assessment for a better grade.  This is Eighth Grade, and you need to take 

responsibility for your choices. 

 

Absences 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to look at the “what we’ve done” calendar; if you’ve missed 

work or assessments, come ask me for them.  Do not be upset if you fail to come see me, miss an 

assignment, and get a poor grade as a result.  You have one day for every day you are absent to turn in 

assignments. 

 

Choices   
Life is choices.  Take responsibility for your choices, and you won’t have any problems from me.  You 

control your grade in this class; I’m just the scoreboard.  I will help you do the best you can, if you just 

come see me and ask for help.  Good luck, and have a great year. 

Mr. Nicholas’ 
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